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From the Editor 
 
I am proud to recognize that this spring 
2016 issue of Partnerships offers a 
wealth of resources for new as well as 
seasoned service-learning faculty and 
staff. The articles provide insight into 
community partner needs, faculty 
dispositions necessary for successful 
programming, and ways to address food 
insecurity on our campuses through 
community partnerships. As we have 
come to expect, the articles here by 
Darby, Ward-Johnson and Cobb and 
Borerro & Reed ask critical questions 
directed to students and faculty to 
consider how to best serve our 
communities while advancing academic 
inquiry and analysis. Buch and her 
colleagues turn the lens around to 
consider how can we better serve some 
real needs on our own campuses by 
recruiting the efforts of our community 
partners. For all of the authors, a 
collaborative approach is at the heart of 
their methods, inquiry, and action. 
No doubt you will also enjoy 
reading the book reviews that cover a 
large swath of topics suitable for faculty 
development as well as student 
learning.  As Book Editor Cathy 
Hamilton writes… 
In this issue we spotlight four 
books.  First, Vicki Stocking offers a 
review of Higher Education and 
Community-Based Research: 
Creating a Global Vision (2014) that 
calls upon us to do research with 
integrity, founded on the interest of 
the wellbeing of the community. 
Stocking helps us to understand 
how the editors Munck, McIlrath, 
Hall, and Tandon have structured 
a thorough, substantial 
examination of the assumptions, 
policies, and practices associated 
with CBR in a variety of 
international contexts   Next, 
helpful to all students and faculty 
who wish to be more effective in 
community engagement with the 
nonprofit sector of our 
communities, Ruth DeHoog's review 
of LeRoux and Fennel's 
(2015) Nonprofit Organizations and 
Civil Society in the United 
States, highlights the treatment of 
the nonprofit sector's political, 
economic, and social environment 
and impact. She notes the book is 
made more user friendly for service-
learning practitioners due to its 
avoidance of the typical inclusion of 
a section on non-profit 
management.  Two of this issue's 
book reviews might be thought of 
as "bookends" on almost 100 years 
of evolution and impact of 
community engagement for 
citizenship development. Spoma 
Jovanovic's review of John Dewey's 
1939 treatise on Experience and 
Education provides a perfect segue 
for the argument of continued 
relevance (and necessity) of the role 
of democratic arts education, Harry 
Boyte's 2015 edited collection of 
essays, Democracy's Education: 
Public Work, Citizenship and the 
Future of Colleges and 
Universities, reviewed by Julia 
O'Grady.  
In addition to the excellent content 
featured in this issue, I want to draw 
attention to some recent personnel 
changes. First, we welcome to our 
editorial board, Jennifer Mobley of 
Grove City College. Already, she has 
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made strong contributions to the 
editorial team with her detailed and 
helpful reviews of manuscripts. We are 
happy to have her join an already 
strong editorial board that continues to 
provide guidance to me and to the 
many authors who submit research to 
Partnerships with their behind-the-
scenes work. Second, this is the last 
issue to be published with the able 
editorial assistance of Jeanette 
Musselwhite. For the past two years, I 
have had the good fortune to work with, 
train, and be trained by Jeanette who 
troubleshoots submissions with 
authors and manages the many, many 
details of production necessary to 
publish our regular and special issues 
each year. Jeanette has worked side-
by-side with me, responding quickly, 
efficiently, and with grace to the myriad 
requests thrown her way. Jeanette will 
be leaving the journal with a cross-
country move to pursue her PhD in 
communication at the University of 
Colorado, Boulder. We wish her well 
and I will certainly miss her!  
There are more changes here at 
Partnerships that you’ll notice as you 
peruse the articles and book reviews in 
this issue. This past year, we 
researched different font styles and 
formatting options, and considered the 
possibilities and limitations of our on-
line platform. Upon completion of that 
work, we are introducing a new style 
that we hope you agree better 
showcases the work of our authors. 
Of course introducing new people to 
our team and saying good-bye to others 
is just part of Partnerships story. 
Luckily for us all, we have in place a 
dedicated group of reviewers and a 
respected editorial board to invest 
considerable time in unselfish service. 
To them, I extend my profound thanks. 
 
Spoma Jovanovic, PhD 
Editor 
 
 
